Farbrengen: 06 August 2022

We were lucky enough to know all four of our grandparents and some the new items in the Centre are in memory of them. Simon has spoken about our grandfathers, and it falls to me to speak about their illustrious wives. Our Grandmothers could not be more far apart in terms of where they were born, their upbringing, life experiences and personalities, yet they had much in common. 

Starting with their differences, Savta, our paternal grandmother was born and brought up in Munkács, Subcarpathia and was a direct descendant of a long line of eminent Rabbonim. She moved to Budapest to marry our Saba in 1935. The Munkács Jewish community was famous for its Hasidic activity as well as its innovations in Zionism and modern Jewish education, they were also among the poorest Jews in Europe. The Munkacs community was totally destroyed by the Nazis. Savta’s Zionist education in her formative years, may well be reflected by the fact that most of her descendants now live in Israel, including me. She was a highly intelligent lady speaking many languages and thoroughly interested and versed in current affairs. In another lifetime, she could have easily pursued an academic career. 

Grandma, on our maternal side, was born and brought up in the East End of London, to a ‘traditional’ Anglo Jewish family with strong links to the local Shul. She moved to Stamford Hill with Papa when they married. Grandma’s family life growing up was relatively comfortable, she is a JFS alumnus like me, Rachel and several of her grand-children, she could play the piano and had impeccable manners. She was also very scatty at times, very funny and great fun.

Despite these differences, both our grandmothers were daughters of Cohanim, both were raised with Jewish values, passed on to our parents and to us. Both were feminists in their own way and great female role models in my and Rachel’s life. In an era when orthodox women in pre-war Central Europe, were often limited to being mothers and wives, Savta broke these boundaries during WW2 by helping to save many lives including our Dad’s and his younger brother David by her sheer ingenuity, grit, bravery and unwavering faith in Hashem. www.Rubner.co.uk tells her story through our Dad’s eyes. Grandma’s experiences in England were far less traumatic, being born and raised in London. She never wasted time. She was always busy, on fundraising committees, dressmaking and socialising. Whilst Grandma had a wide circle of friends, not a single word of improper speech was ever heard from her. She only saw and actively looked for good in people. Both Grandmothers were merited by living long and healthy lives.

The fast of 9 Av starts this evening and there is a link with our Grandmothers?

On August 2, 1941 (9 Av), SS commander Heinrich Himmler received approval from the Nazi Party for "The Final Solution“ during which almost one third of world's Jewish population were murdered. Savta was in the thick of it. Her incredible faith and strength gave her almost superhuman powers to somehow evade capture and deportation. She managed to keep her young boys safe. It is only through her, that continuity of our family survived and flourished - and through her faith and strength, Simon, Rachel and I stand here today.

9 Av also marks the destruction of the Bet Hamikdash. The Gemara equates the sin of lashon hara (any derogatory or damaging statement against a person), with the three cardinal sins that brought down the Bet Hamikdash. The Chafetz Chaim commented that, during the time of the Second Beit Hamikdash, baseless hatred manifested itself in lashon hara, and it was because of lashon hara that the Beit Hamikdash was destroyed. If lashon hara had the power to destroy the Beit Hamikdash, then lashon hara also has the power to keep the Beit Hamikdash from being rebuilt. 

Where do we all fit in? We can take a leaf out of Grandma’s book, yet abstaining from lashon hara came naturally to her.  Turning back to the Chafetz Chaim, he says that we each need to do our part; and give a few minutes a day to learning the halachot of lashon hara with a commitment to fulfil them. 

May we merit doing complete teshuva and contribute to the rebuilding of the Beit Hamikdash speedily in our days.

We hope you will all come to the Hakafot for the Hachnasat Sefer Torah on Tuesday evening at 7.30.  


